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eAnd theſ, ſe things will they ts beak fas} Ldeb- 
cauſe _s ave not oe; he __; 


por Mey [1150 T189 


LDF 144 Me. HIS is the © ReaGn our 1d 
LI REY” afgns of the Jewiſh: Zeal 
3 PIRE; "againſt; lis Follawers, why 
| b&& they pur'thenr one of their 
| W&Y Synagogues, and thought 
whole killed them; did God Service: 
And the. Account'fo well agrees toitheir 
Succeflors'in the fame butterntſs of Spirit, 
that 'it can” be no Immodeſty \in us 0 
aſcribe that Tenorance co a; part,” which 
Chriſt tim charets.;-\for >the: farhe 
cauſe, upon the whole Vilible Church 
of -God. 

'The Jews; ac that time, had: all the 
Advantages of Poſlefhon'; They chad a 
B Church 


Ht. at nn an. 


E3 


SES. 
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Church of God's own founding ; One 
that had contuinedina:conftant and vi- 
ſible Succeſſion for many Ages : That 


- had no need of the: Modern Arts,to' found 


. cits Doctrines on: the Credit of a Dream, 


or caſt out Devils where Men:-were hired 
to be- poſleſt ; but which had ſeen the: 


Roll of eAofes ſtrike a Living Stream 


out. of |/a'Rock; and-:the Sea divided' to 


\give them paſſage/and prote&ion'; "One, 
iwhichy had the -Oracles of Gad:commit- 


ted to it,” and which-truly-late-in®Moſes's 


: Chair” | And therefore for theſe: Rulers 
(off God s:choſen People, the High Prieſt, 
.and/allthe State of the:Elaers,to be oharg'd 
with Folly, to-ſee- their Statutes. and: Or- 
' <11ances'm- danger tobe ſet-at naught, and 
:theinfelvesrobbed-ofcheitPrerogative by 
2 few Jllicerate Fiſher-Men, were Provo- 


cations that ſeem'd to juſtifie their Zeal, 


ahd'makertheir:Fury Religions, - For to 
relt-chem; 'T hey knew: nat God : Was next 


0: 
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to-affirming, He had, | left; bimfelf, without | 


Witneſs :. And, T o,regett thetr Authority. ; 
was to,"Keſ/i/t the Orginauce, o ( 
had, ſaid; .Z\he.Pricſks Lins, (ha f (00 : exe \ 
Knowledge, and the P ogic þ ſeek it FA 
their. Mouthes.l1 19915194 y a 
But oh the contrary; our. greae Þ oh, 
and. Toacher,wha kun what rye 19 
and how little all, thee boaſted Priyile 
would avail in; the; fi ight, by, af, God, oo 
.chatges-the ſe. Unnacaral Heats-upon ther 
Ignorance ;; They knew ngt;chata, ER 
of Merc: and Compatton excuſes, no. 
Wratht that is crvgjand, _ ficree:;Ang 
was nox;made toy: hey ung ny 
not . how < great the- A ROTTD was, tO: 
fancy his Cauſe needed the ſupport of their 
Sin; That: nothi which, 1s Evil and 
Inqurigus,: can rs fit far, EO. X 
and that no Intention is = which puts: 
us..upon the choice,, of, Ill | Means. we! 
for "mn Reaſan, to. therend his Piſciples, 
vio B 2 {hould 


—— _— ——— 
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[RO horke OfendA45 "nor prefer Au- 
chority to, "Truth, *does* our Saviour here 
affirin, "Theſe things Will they do'unto you; 
becaſe they have not | ww the -Fatber," nor 


Th heWords are plainer thavkn A pa 
enth #ould take them ; and” they are 


L 4 their Firſt Intencion, oo arty 
oft od wir the Malice of 
nantry-Men. They were the 


Pet 
we  Fead” 6f Sherdtes, eAndxagoras, and 


manner; but” for” Con- 
H.But m every Age we find the 
ant Promoters of the Heathen 
Sen Ad if we may gueſs at the 
Reaſoref their Paſfion, by tl 7" Spring 


oped" riot for \ Wola he 


of 'it;_it:d6es not! ſeem to be a true Zeal 
| for thei aw, ri Chriſtians ſhould! 


only 


PMen; whobelieved i in”. 
Fi pay themſelves :: For what 


T | biidlethn'd: ——_ Court of 
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delivered them,but rather an Indignation 
or Envy to be fo much over-matched by 
their Glonous W orks,and Excellent Abi- 
lities. St. Lake relates, At. 5..Fhat byy... .. 
the Hands of - the Apoſtles. were many Sus 
and Wonders wrought among the ROE cn 


with him; and were: filled with Indignation, 

and laid-thetr Hands on, dhe Apoſtles, and 

put then 16 the Common Priſon... Atter- 

wards: 'when they':could not: filence thete 

Witneſles of our Lords Refurre&ion;they Ver 32 
took Counſel to fly them, and: fo; literally 

fulfilled che Pradictionin the Text: -: 1/2} 

But this is wricten likewiſe: for our 
learning who' come after\;- for no-Pro- 
phecy of the Scripture 15 of , a private: or 
proper Interpretation ; it ought not-ts be 
confin'd tothat ſingleOccaſionuponwhich 
it was firſt uttered, buc-is aftanding In- 

ſtruction for all the Succeeding Necettities 
| "T7 


only change the Cuſtoms. which Moſer © 


roſe up the High Prieft, aud they that were Ver «7. 


- 
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of the: Chutch.- And therefore we who 
now celebrate a Deliverance,wherein this 
Scripture is; fulfilled :in .our Ears, who 
labour:under-the like unjuſt Sentence, - as 
the Apoſtles once did , and ſtill hear 
Murder.called a Sacrifice unto God, may 
fately conclude, that the Admonition be- 
longs: to:us of \the Preſent Generation;no 
leſs than.1t did to. them, who firſt recei- 
ved - itz; and though we. have no. great 
hopes it will 'convince Gain-ſayers; yer-it 
may iſerye' to: fortifie our- ſelves, and to 
make us all-ſenſible of Gods Mercy,in ſo 
longreſcapingthat Fury;wlich firſt made 
Texriſh x Zak and} then-! Chriſtian; 
which particularly inſpired the Confpira- 
tors of. this Day, and whichwe have rea- 
ſon-to/iFear, was: not!-buried io \their: 
(iraves;:; but will be always-urging-to the 
like|Attempts: + 23061 
.: For which. Good Purpoſes; I ſhall. en- 
deayour ſome account, 1d 1, 


1. Of 


the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 


1. Of che Fallſeneſs of that Principle, 
upon which-thele Violences are generally 
buile, namely, That they are Def1gns tor 
God, and Hallowed'by their being fo.. 

2. Of thoſe Miſtakes which corrupt 
and 'miſguide. our Leal to: intemperate 
Degrees. And, 

3- We may, refle& on-that wonder 
ful A of God's, Providence; in ſo:emi- 
nently. protecting us; and the Gratitude 
we owe. Him;, who ſo does His Marvel- 
lous Works, that they-onght to be had-in 
Remembrance. - And, 

T.. If- we.enquire what it was, which 
ſo far tran{ported-- the Jews againſt che 
Holy Apoltles,we ſhall find it-none of the 
weighter Matters of the. Law,' fudgment 
or Mercy, for thele the Apoſtles obſerved 
better than 'themiel ves ; but: that which 
inflam'd their. Leal; was Traduons of 
their own, the Commandments of Men, and 
not. of. God,. And. ofthis! our: Saviour 


CON-- 
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convinces them, Matth. 15; in an emi- 
nent inſtance ; They had a'cuſtom of De- 
voting their Goods by Vow ; this the 
Phariſees adjudged go rd. though 
a Father were in want, and {o made the 
Vow take place of the Commandment ; 
now it is hardly imaginable , how. they 
came to 2096 this mad Pradice to ſo 

n and natural a Duty , but that our 
dinſinuatesthe Reaſon, The Yow was 
.of their own deviling, and that made 
them fo fond of it, 

Here then we have a plain diſcovery, 
what makes our Zeal intemperate ; it is 
that which makes every Aﬀe&ion Þ, the 
being Lovers of our ſelves, and leaning to 
our own [nderſtandings ; tor-this never 
fails of making-us ſeek to impoſe upon 
other Men ; one efte& of which always 
is, that we proportion not our diſpleaſure 
to the weight of the things contended a- 
bour,but to the oppoſition we meet with ; 

"2: _ 


of the Hotorable Hue of Commons ; 


and this eafily leads us into a Fond Be- 
hef,that the Goodneſs of the Intention will 
ſan&Qifie our Exceſles. - It was St. Paul's 
own caſe whilſt he liv'd a Phariſee, . he | 
lays, A#.26. That he verily thought with vec. ,. 
himſelf he ought to do many things comrary 
to the Name of Feſur of Nazareth; \and 
yet we never find this pleaded as a Juſti: 
fication of his Fact ; -but. though-he'ob+ 
tained: Mercy becauſe he did it | ignorantly « Tim. «. 
in Unbelief , yer he {till confeſſes himſelf * 
to have been a Blaſphemer, and a Perſe= 

cutor, and Injurious; and he afterwards 

pronounces,' > That whoſoever: does -Eril, 

that Good'. may come, his Danmation: is 


- 


u5t % | oh 
4 The Reaſon of this Dedaration we find 
to have been a-Slanderous Report;that:he Ron. 
held the contrary : And it ſeems-to have- 
been a Calumny upon: our Saviour. hims 
felF; for before his Expoſition: of the De+ 
 calogue; Matth: 5. he forewarns his. Fol- 


C lowers, 


C 


2, 
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Jowers, Thar" they thould\ nor think he 


came 'to: deftroy-the' Law ana the Prophets ; 
and the following wotdsſhew the great 
Reaſon he had to do fo ; Fur verily I fay 


. -/ nts 701, <till: Heaven and Earth. paſs, one 


fot,” or" one\2urtle,;\ ſhall in uo wiſe paſs from 


therLaw, titl aff be falfilled. PFhs is ſpo- 
ken of the Moral Law, for the Ceremo- 
mal-ceas'd-at his''commeg; and the/Judr- 


- -  dabwas of no:force but im-theCommon- 
wealth of U/raet ; andche profeſfion is of 


abſolute Neceffity-to'the receiving of the 
aofpel : [For if that\'were'not agreeable 
tothe Common Principles of. -Good: and 
Emil; implanted} 19-us already, we could 


| have no ſufficient Motive to obey it ;- be- 


caufo rhe fame Gdd,udo 1s feAubor of 


abr Rlithyisale Auchorof ourReaſor; 


and! gave' us that to. judge:of out: Fairh 
by z. fo- as for:humito'evaruate any Mos 
ral Command, is r/ concradid himſelf, 
Toifzy.chere- may be elk of Jo 


— 
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ice, Temperance. or F idelity, is no bet- 
«er fenle than that there maybe a+ new 
Frath in 4 Necellary Bropolitian :/ For 
the Law written a, our Hearts: was. af 
Gr given- us to: 2uide Mankind to the 
End > his Omncim, and therefore mult 
be as. Immortal -as -eur Nature : "Tha 
which - was reſtored. by the $anRions of 
Claiſtianity, was this very Law, and as 
ſach, jt was-zeceived by #h Would; 
: Ang: at coull not apr pan any 
other account ;. For the Leamed part of 
the World was before inftruGed., that 
Rd on avid Undefiled was evet the 
ſane, ay Tume,; and cheNexellities of 
Men, have varied" at in the manner of 
expreſling at. ._ Ie, was/ always true, Thas 
God « the. moſt Exeelloor Bowgiu mn Him- 
ſel6 -and-the/ greateſt BenefaRor coi nfs 3 
2nd therefore hr che and ſerve; kim: out 
of, a 32yauling dende, of lis Gidodnefic wat 
__ to nts of A 8 19K 4 


every 
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every Nation thus worked Righteonſneſs, 
Was accepted of him. So hkewife in the 
Duties relating to one another, 'the Rea- 
Jon of them never changes, though the 
Laws vary whichare bal, upon it :' We 
. muſt,” for 'inſtance, live in ſome Society 
or other, becauſe” one part carinot ſay to 
another, I have no need of *thee; and 
therefore we are” bound for our own 
good. to all thoſe Duties by which So- 
cieties are "ſupported. We” may all 
want our Neighbours Aſſiſtance, and 
therefore ought in'good Reaſon to ſup- 
RN him inhis turn : Tf we ds not our 
Neighbours Juſtice in "their Poſleſſions, 
we cannot long Sw to be fafe 'in our 
own. And in all theſe caſes, it is Equity 
ad Right Reaſon which makes the Law 
Obligatory, though that determines the 
particular A&. The common Reaſon of 
Mankind" obliges'us not to invade one a- 
hothers Property, 'but it is the ——__ 
C2: AW 
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\Law of the Country which teaches us 
what it is todo fo, by defining what ſhall 
be eſteem'd Theft, Murder, or Adultery. 
When therefore we find Conſtitutions to 
vary,this is not an Alteration in the great 
Fundamental Principles .of Reaſon, but 
it ariſes from the difterent Circumſtances 
Men are under ; or at moſt, only proves 
that one Body of Men. is not ſo wiſe as 
another, 

.. And for this cauſe, the old Chriſtian 
Apologiſts, who _ beſt, underftood the 
Things they wrote about; did not begin 
their Method of Converſion where the 
Modern Controvertiſts do, by trying the 
{trength of a Mans Faith, uk gageing his 
Credulity by firſt propounding o& a My- 


ſtery : But they repreſent the Dodtrine of 


Chriſt as an higher and a more excellent 
Improvement of Morality than ever was 
before : They deny not that the fame 
Virtues are found in the Heathen Mora- 

| liſts 
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Aiſts which are inthe Chriſtians; butthey 
aſfirm theſe are better tayght, and'eacou- 
raged by. raore.certain Promiles.of an BE. 
ternal Reward: . As for the Powers now 
claimed, /to-give away Heretical King- 
dams, to. diſpenſe. with the Faith of Trea- 
nies, to commit Maflacres 19 cold Blood, 
and the like /Works.of Darkneſs; theſe 
were never. thought/a/part of Religion: 
and had they been fo, thus alone had been 
a ſufficient Convidtion thar' it was not 
from Gad. And therefore we need nor 
wonder, that? thoſe 4labelievers , who 
border-. on. Chriſtians that teach ſuch 
things, continue 4n-cheir- Jofidelity': For 
io far-as they believe theſe a pare of Chri- 
ſtianity,, ſo tar they are in the right nor 
wo own 1t ; and there 15/no: way to/Con- 
vince them, bur. by: ſeparating this Cor- 
ruption from the ] ruth of the Goſpel; 

In a word, there-muſt be ſome defer 
1n-every. Action-that i thyarts the Oris1- 
WE nal 


« 
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nal_ Deſign of all Relzgion :- And though 
we cannot always ſee the Deficiency of a 
Cauſe, yet we may be ſure there is one, 
where-ever the produd is bad ; and con- 
kequently whatſoever Paſſion hurries os 
ery ta: Actions of Fraud! or Injuſtree, it can 
be no-part of . the Wifdom 'from above, or 
an” efic& of faving:Knowledge; but of 
the blmdneſs of our Minds, as our Savi- 
our declares in the Text, 

TE It was next propounded toconfi- 
der, How Men: come to be mifled into 
fo groſs and palpable an Error, and by 
what Steps\and: Degrees their Zeal be- 
comes fo: intemperate. Now the Zeal 
we have either for! or againft ' any thing, 
does evidently. depend-upon+ the Judg- 
ment we make of. it, and conſequently it 
is. perverted-whenever 1t151}placed; arid 
muſt neceſlarily err whe it hathy noe 
Knowledge: for/its. Gude: Sothat td re- 
count all the: Errors that miſleadour AE 
__— es | fecions; 


————_— 
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fections ' were: an 'endlefs  Task, becauſe 
they are as-numerous 'as the' ways by 
which we'come to be. miſtaken. "2 ge- 
neral, every inordinate- deſire is able to 
make our Zeal ſo, and at the/ſame time 
perſuades us we:'do welb-to' be angry : 
Pride , Covetouſneſs, or : Ambition, or 
whatſoever rules the /Man,- and carries 
the-main of our. Actions after it, preſent- 
ly calls down Fire from Heaven to de- 
vour-the 'Adverſary, and proclaims Ho- 
ſtility againſt all that:/hinders our Enjoy- 
ment.” | þ 2107t 0} 
| But there are: two ſpecial Cauſes of 
theſe dreadful Eftez&s, which ſeem to our- 
match all-the reſt: 'The' one is, the: re- 
ſigning:up of our Paſſions tothe diſpoſal 
of other Men ; and the other is'a belief 
of ſecret-[mpulſes, 'and immediate Inſpi- 
rations. And, - 

. 'E. The- greateſt '/Number of -Zealots 
are never at the pains of a Rational aſſent, 


by 


the Honourable. Houſe of Commons. : 


TH 


b themſelves. examining the!Motives. of 
CO Opinion, but they are: moved pure- 
ly from without, | and-{o, are, hs 


by kd 1g fs 1 Ne Mew: rec 
ve;Raght; 


ke TH oY qt Faith Hun BA its 
uidance, till 4 Mens Pcrlons in 
CPs i Fl are br h6Ptg Hom 
ROK! to, be.abuſed at. pl ink Ma 
his giving.poſſeſſion of ous Unded 
ag REIN 11 all, Ages made Diviſi- 
ons of ſo quick 2 grawth,; { W, — KB 
there. muſt be. Herelies, and. < atthe 
'no more ſtrange _.in the State A ELES 
cal, than Matinies in an Army, . or, Re+ 
bellions 1n 4 Kingdom: _.Fotnage of all. 
theſe Bodies conlift only of; good Mem- 
bers, and: the bad will be ch diſturbs 


them. But. this ſore Quarrels 
why be Kill the more harmleſs, EMen 


would but.judge for themfelyes,. = not 
be at a he Mercy, of SH mo 


—_— 
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> wall be vn rei nee that ret 
Ambition of bes 
tefs the World afforded ho hay! to Eo 


him; 2nd- that he expected the Fierceſt 
Mainddinersamongft L/2JIAG 


hit feaſt, 
Hips this: is one Rabin w the 
| Roteſt Diſpurc s haye ben about the 
oſ trivial 'M: - becauſe to deteive 
the hearts of the rape. there' is always 
to be made # pretence of ſome peculiar 
Excellency 5; ut thae is not; fo. cafily 
forn'd in-the-plain neceflary Daties, as. 
it 15-11: Niccties of Opinion. And there- 
fore we- my obſerve the Controverſies. 
tbour rhe Commiandments- to: have been 
all along+ the! feweſt > We never read of a 
Sehiſnror aPerfecution-in behalf of Mora- 
Hity ;;;\for toForce'Men to do Jaſtice, and. 
retnember-Mercy ,, would, fooner create: 
Enetnies- than: Admirers ; and: beſides, 
there are few buſic Spirits/at leiſure to. 


mind. 


the Honourable Houſe of ( Ca ammons.. 


mind ;ſ\uch; common wo me. 
if an dare oppoſe w ta L4 L 
thinks ft he ſhould beheve ; it ts Greed 
conſiſts not of the ſame Ne of Pxq+, 
poſitians,. and. he is bald. .cupugh, nor'tg 
be brought under Bondage 39.any4. then 
wy is piobnly voted .a Malcfagor., . let 
it be in a great Matter'or a {mall,, Thus 
the whole Body of the Eaſtern and We+ 
ſtern Churches; fell.out , 'and ſeperated 
about the time of keeping their Faſter ; 
chiefly becauſe Vitor Bilhop of Rome had 
les hu than his Predeceſlors,. and. 
found, the Pre-efninence of his. Qlurch 
worth-che conteſting” for ; - The Eaſtern 
again fell out among themſelves abaut 
the uke of ;Images 5) and 1to complego the 
tolly, we of. the-Weſt eſtern are.deyour 
one. another, fox; things: in the poke. 
part of which aur Faith is not, concerned. 


'Thisjindegd hath nocralways been;due 
© o.49q |Blindne&,-.bucico. the T reach of 
D' 2 Guides 


—— — —__—— - 
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;. they have always ſtole' fome- 
th - other © in the Sift : 'And: for 
this we-need no other Atgurnents, than 
Js" fn 'the ſeveral Crufades and holy 
Wits' that have been ſet on foor for Do- 
eieftick! eafons.” But there is'one Inju- 
p I :contirue-to- the Memory of 
ofe Tims: we ddmire-them who were 
 Fearned/1 m theſe Controverſies, and/ma-- 

naped* themi' for. their Profit , who had: 
more Wit and lef Honeſty then them- 
ſelves.” whilſt we forget to' pay Reverence 
ws'thoſe only wiſe arid 'g60d 'Men, who: 
Forn'd to Md the Inſtruments, and ſo died 
eace ly, without Recording their Fol: 


Hp hi DHGAſe is" B Riadvan- 
| bog the Primitive Thtegrity, how 

'have:we tofear' it theſe ill more 
"Tithes*! © 'Never certainly was 
{its fg, 4- Deli ons, "4s && believe the 
KA of # fingle Perſon, and a — 
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fent Teacher againſt all the Principles of 
Reaſon, and Evidence of our Senſes': No 
wonder the Obedience of ſuch Votaries 
is blind , and that in the Arts.of Revenge 
they come at. length to be as Spiritual as 
their Leaders. For without this putting 
themſelves into- other Hands, one wobll 
think it impoſſible to find Men ſo-hard- 
ned againſt all Compaſſion, asto attempse 
the Murdering' of a Kingdom in its Re- 
preſentatives. It would be uncharitable 
to-beheve it, were not the Actors ſeiz'd- 
m.the attempt, their Materiels {cen and, 
expoſed; and Confeſſion made-by.them- 
ſcl ves at. their, Deaths : The Apology al- 


ſo, That they were 4 few Malceontensr; 


wha. grew. deſperate upon' Poyſonal Provecas 
- os bg $a Kt ri 
Injuries were then. pleaded , and- their. 
own dying W ords gave Teſtimony that: 
it_ was: Religion - alone-which ericouraged 


theme}; And -indecd- c Jooks - too _ | 
C- 


I! | 
[ 

: 

: 

| : 

: 
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= hike the Afton of a Party; becauſe they 


have ſo often fallen into the like practiſes 
m other Countries,- witneſs all that 1nno- 
cent Blood which hath been ſhed. in our 
Neighbor-Nations, with almoſt as little 
warning as-this would have been.. But 
nothing better is-to be expected where 
the Scriptures are denied, and the People 
hear of no other Morals but what theſe 
Guides will teach them. - * | 

 H. There ſeems little need of Exter- 
nal Encouragements, ſo long as that ter- 


Tible Motive continues in the World, the 


belief of immediate Inſpirations, and: thae 
Men . are extraordinary Inſtruments of 
God's Judgments. by -a- ſecret Impulſe ; 
for this is eaſily taken up, and only wants 
Confidence tomanage it. The Preten- 
jy ES] form'd chemſelves into - 
a Sectamoneft the Jews,” and. Ave 
ſo dreadful an Example -of win: A-ath 
Zeal; thac one would think it 'a ſufficient 


warn- 
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wwrhine to all after-Ages'to Hs of 
its Tranſports : '' The Hiſtorian tells us of 
theſe" Zealors, that wnder pretence of imi- 
rating. Mev of -Herojcat Impulſes, they 
cotymitted all finds of Rapine and/Mur- 
der pon their own- People, thac by their 
mad defetite of the Temple they Seliey+ 
ed it; and” that their "inteſtine 

more contnibueed to. the enflaving of cheir 
Country, than all the Arras of its Enemics. 


_ te alld a rag 
ordinaty”C; IO 


haven wr ne ; 
and their SS | 


the Lord ory 
likewiſe e024 gry ofths like Callsfranr: 
meer with impulſes 19: 


Heaven; therewg 

Murder;. Sacri and Adultery;:-and. 

with Men of that reprobate- as to- 
| 


Glory in their Shame.” Jr. was not 
AMontanus, who had: his Paraclete, bat 
the preateſt Corrupters- of Chriſtian = tp, 
ave: 


ons; -moſt of ; the. Fwy nar in 
grown into-a:part.of: Faith,;: IC 
hke! Artifices:;; they; could-not always ar- 
gue/Mecn our; of their Mongy and. Senſe 
together; - but they: could. _ in- 


MS Sorpryan and Sean Men ho wing 


had: with. {ries yo en T vep 
7 calls.y//if ahe; cEmiſfarics, of-chat 
had ner un th be Em 
Gans m cus __ - found, not 


; | has af 
n Hem.) defer ho dufiee | 
| or Afr yh oe yk 


Eerie im <p eh 
; ices,and:guard-our Faich 
weanftfuch/Deluſions, as tend to-render 
ithatitremendous Aiticle of. Gods Grace, 


+ pan unproficable:T'alk. - IT 


Ha- 


— 
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_ HE Havingthusact 
Falſeneſs 'of that Pranciple, upon which 
the \Enemies of the Truth have perſe- 
cured its Profeſſors,” with-the chief Mi- 
Qakes which lead ' Men into 4t ;. it re- 
mains in the laſt place, to apply this to 
the Ciroumiſtatices we are under, {and 
make” chatrifober aſe of / the Admavition 
forlvvhwhit-vvasmtended. 'The!'Con+ 
text -informs-us, - that our Lord iſpaks 
theſe nhings;” -to the: end tus! SW 
ight not beroffended. and fall, / but when 
the) timecentber of  Fryal (or Deliverance 
came, iremember:he -had-told them of 
it. This likewſe is the :end of all>thefe 


Publiek Commemorations,' that we may 


keep "the\/groat Goodneſs of 'G OD 1n 


remembrance:, and mention/- it with 


Honour, and a -DiſtinguiſhingObſerva- 
tion; And; | Y 


1.” We are not:to let \cheſe; remark- 
able>Eventsfials w_ our. Heads -with- 
| . out 


2s 


———— 
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- out /Obſervarion';" but' to regard the 
Works of the Lord, and ' the Operation of 


his' Hands." ' His ways are ſought out of 
all thofe 'who have Pleaſure therem, whilſt 
the Wicked will not. ſeek after God, nor | is 
God:in all bir Thoughts," | © 


i There-is an: Art of - God: mo: leſs-in 


Governing .che: World, :-than: in Crea- 
ting._it.; and to meditate upon ic with a 
due'iRevetence, was anciently efteem'd: 
a Mark bt-Picty;- and the principal part 


oficheir\Worſhip.' - But'in-what Rank 


ſever we now 'place the : Duty; it: cer- 


tainly' puts che trueſt andbeſt Difference 


berween Man; and: the Beaſts "that pe- 
rſh -- Their" Senſ&"are as quick as ours, 


and for ought we know, -they argue as 


right as our” ſelves , ſo far” as 'concerns 
the'A&ionof their Life ; but it is Man 
alone who' is enabled to look up to the 


Firſt -Caule :of all ; and by the viſible 


Flings of | Creation -and/Previdence, to 
= or 


TC 
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ry 


d:zput;the, great Creaor.,...This allo 
Pie Valuable Diſtindion, betwee 
one. Man. and another:: One grows: Wil 
enough. by Experience . to: chuſe the 
Good, an refuſe the Evil ; the Other 
ſeeth-many . Things, and chſes eth, not ; 
oy hath his Senſes exerciſed, and grows 


a. perte 3;.the Other hath 
——_—_ Q On ig for 0h thing 


_ take root: 1n,-and ſo 0 never, brings 

Fruic.to perteQion.: . = _ 
It is, indeed, far above F<. ap 
Capacities | to. {ee the. Reaſon of al 
.vioe. Proceedings:: : He Way, fa Bye 


wd,. 1.1 the Sea, his Paths m t It 


Wars and. hy Footfleps - are. no ley 


any Occurrences, big with W onder, 
and. rare- Arey do, like the trou- 
bled Water, cloſe up, Again, and. t 
' way. 1s not ſeen. .But io! PET: jc 
LE Are which 1 was intended|: to 
en our Diligence ; We. are,not 


2 ra 4 


6 
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et” from the” Labowrs of the' Fickt, 
uſe we khow noe how the Plantsen- 
ae” and How their Sceds come to open 
Into 1s" curious 2 variety of ſhape and'co- 
lour. No Man tefules fo eat, becauſe 
he knows not how his Meat is affimila- 
ofa And we ceaſe not to boaft our 
kde, though we cannot explain 

Ln Wotks of Narire, how the 
drm certafti Sedforis,” alid the 
Sea its Tides. And therefore we who 


Bs It, may, without any prefump- 


bt to ftdy*that Providence 

ar too wotiderfal for us : "And that 

Wi e IS pive' me 
ly thele two: "obvious 


"If he __ ts, "tow gh the Judgments 
of Godby theit End nd Defion” an 
Y the next, To*« nifider ther dependeny 
"upon { bye another, "and how” each partt- 
tar” coticuts'to make tp the Beapry of 
| the 
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6\ > Py 
ag day. a where» an ring, yr 
dom is concerned,. there can be no room 
for chance; and. thar. where: this .dizects, 
thaſe things are beautifull in their Sea- 
fon, which alone looks like 
They ſkeem'd. very odd Ls of is 


Advancenene, pol rg 6a 
26d of his: Brethren , (fr thing 


ſtrange Country , ; and EA unjuftty 
caſt into-Priſon ;, and yet, without ever 

one: of theſe Masfortunes, he) had never 
beers. brought into. Pharoll,'s: Preſence, 
and faved his: Fathers. Hovſe, Te is 4 
ſacly bold. Franſgrefſiogs as! were | this 
Day atewpted, fon we owe the Laws 
which preferve us.; and it was to. the 
Violence | of hole who would have 
Rooated out. at nee our | Liberties and 
Religion, -that we:owe) the Prefent!Eita- 
-bliſhment of boch ; had the Enemies of 


oafSefmobuBteddbed before 


W Fl been; contented:.to 

Ons hack mad{b of \Sams- 

EY Lain pot of1><aginever opened 

ur [£ x] and leerixhe. CR; _ od 

Delrverdyce: ; nd+.:encreas'd- he Fri 
fk this Happy Dai 

iN oY then> we PR nn? abs, H and of 


ning: Pp 5 g is People; '-and-that 
Meyer 459) is. "Froatthe Lord, but 


He Mid: Farm luna ; , at” we have: ſo 


him-palle the Wa om of che Wiſe; and 
Dvertuha-: then, -niohs. aids 'of) their 
Siredgrh ©: "Thelen riences':that 
deſerye our: Regardi- and! thac ſhould 
giye 9/8 [iro og Cenflonts in/G ON, 
who WA " 7 i: gre Ebingy _ 
U$z 01 agWw 3 IT 1 
5118. Waſftrof: bY Wocars, to:ac! con- 
fouriabl {to thoſe Sentiments) which':a 
.dus{ 1001 ofcheſe Benefits inſpires 
2s with.;: nd [fo to' rpake what Retribu- 


pw 3 tion 


= -— 
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we | are Ne: q1VVe arideed | anifi6t 
pro perly be ſaid to Recompene the Al- 
RA / beeatiſs we Have" nething but 

ol we have received/from' Him: But 
ke is pleaſed ' to. declare; That "He who 
: ws Him pratfe, Boolihi? Him ; and 

ctefore ' we are' bound” "t&'! pay* theſe 
Praiſes due, in fonie' proportion, e6 the 
Mercies we enjoy. 

There is a natural'Equity, that EI 
the benefit is 'Publick) & acktiowledge- 
menr” ſhould be fo" t66 - | atid' therefore; 
ſince the Bleſſings we' now 'Comimeins- 
rate; were extended-to-the" good® 'of *'$0- 
ciety,” and'rhake Kingdoms'Hap py) WE 
afe bound to'Prifife God with the' Mut 
titude'; and to enter” only 1 irito our  Cloz 
ſets, would ke itite tatively=ts (3on- 


temiti him "before "the Congrecations 


Man was not made a'Sociable Creature 
for everything elſe; but-the* 'Ats: of his 
Rebgion., and alt | Naticts" have ever 


made 


in qne. Vilthle Communion, as ic does.in 
one Commoen Faith + for elle there could 
be no Schifm without Apeftacy. 

If thetefore we are oblig'd to a-Bub- 
Iick- Homage -1N the ordinary Ads . of 
our'VVerſhip. ; . much more when .we 
come--to- honour, -GQD -not only 'as. our 
Common - Parent, ;but-as the Father. of 
our Country-;:: as. He>that- hath divided 
us from /the'- Nations round . about, '.as 
well) in Happineſs as-in $cituation ; who 
batli not given us-over.to the/VVill of gur 
Enemies, burhath-fill confounded their 
Devices, bois 7 .the-Simple by their 
Righe ; whoſe/:Hand -18-not yer ſhort- 

6d, that-jt-cagnor! fave ;: bur wan: of 
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make our pineſs as the ſtrong Moun- 
tains, that oy the Storms of Envy .and 
Malice ſhall break againſt it, .., .. - 
Above all, To the Praiſes of our Lips, 
we. {hould add the Obedience of our 
Lives ; and ſo -raile our {elves .up-into 
his Protection , who. is the. hope of. all 
the Ends of the Earth.. - V Ve. are- not 
thus wonderfully delivered out of our Di- 
ſtreſs, to add; Sin_ to Sin, . and to make 
God's Benefits. the fallragzms of - his 
Diſhonour : It is not to practiſe thole 
Crimes our Selves, which we condemn- 
ed in others, - but to be a People Zealous 
of Good Works, and to bring forth Fruit 
unto God, There is fo general a Cor- 
ruption of Manners, and our Diſcipline 
is ſo far loſt, that it's a Task worthy+the 
Wiſdom of this- Auguſt - Aſlembly ;to 
find out the Means of its Reſtauration, 
and, to keep up the Bank againſt that 
Flood of Wickedneſs' whidy 1s-viſibly 
p57 F break- 
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breaking in -upon us. In particular, ]: 
hope there-is that Generous Engh/h Spi- 
rit left among us,, that will not ſuffer our 
Common Mother. to;be torr and vilified, 
ll we come-to.a Contempr of all things. - 
Sacred: If- we once loſe theEncourage-. 
ments. of our Learning, and the, Diſtin- 
Qion of our Orders-: If that Noble Pro- 
viſion which is made for our. Education, , 
be-once: neple&ed, and thoſe-Schools of 
die- Prophets be - curned into little. Semi-- 
nartes, where Men forget. that Modeſty. 
1s..2. Virtue, and. learn: to talk without 
thinking; we ſhall in a few. Years ſadly 
find, that Rome will have none left to- 
Oppoſe her.. - | 

This 1s- not-ſpoken-to the.reproach of 
any, but out of a'deep ſenſe of our-Fol- 
ty, and an ardent: defire-that we - may. 
not turn our: Bleſfings, into a Curſe; if 
therefore we-would. complete theſe. Blef- 
ings, and.tranſnit them down to a-late-- 
Poſte--. 
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Poſterity , the VVay is open, and the 
i Means 1s certain :: Let but our Vices di-- 
| | miniſh,. and fo will our. Dangers; God 
will ſtill be our Mighty Saviour and De- 
liverer, and fo-lead us- through "Things: 
Temporal, that we finally loſe not. the- 
Things: Eternal. 


Now to-God, &e. | 
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RESOLVED, 


THAT the Thanks of this Houſe be 
gtven to Dottor Birch, for the Ser- 

mon Preached before them Yeſterday at 
St. Margarets VVeſtminſter ; eAnd that 
he be deſired to Print the ſame ; eAnd that 
St Themas Clarges do acquaint hins thexe - 
with, 


PAUL JODRELL, 
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eAnd theſe things will they do unto you, be- 
cauſe they have not known the Father, 
nor Me _. 


SRP} H IS is the Realon our Lord 
ESQ aſligns of the Jewiſh Zeal 
g againſt his Followers, why 
they put them out of their 
gY Synagogues, and thought 
whoſoever killed them, did God Service : 
And the Account fo well agrees to their 
Succeſlors in the ſame bitterneſs of Spirir, 
that it can be no Immodeſty in us to 
aſcribe that Ignorance to a part, which 
Chriſt himſelf charges, tor the fame 
cauſe, upon the whole Viſible Church 
of God. 
The Jews, at that time, had all the 
Advantages of Poſſeſſion ; "They had a 
B Church 
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Church of God's own founding ; One 
that had continued: in a conſtant and vi- 
ſible Succeſſion for many Ages : That 
had no need of the Modern Arts,to found 
its Docrines on the Credit of a Dream, 
or caſt out Devils where Men were hired 
to be poſleſt ; but which had ſeen the 
Rod of e Moſes ſtrike a Living Stream 
out of a'Rock, and the Sea divided to 
give them paſſage and prote&ion : One, 
which had the Oracles of God commit- 
ted to it, and which truly fate in Moſes's 
Chair. And: therefore for theſe Rulers 
of: God's:choſen People, the High Prieft, 
and all the State of the Elders,to be charg'd 
with Folly, to: ſee their Statutes and Or- 
ainances in danger to be ſet at naught, and 
themſelves robbed of theirPrerogative by 
a- few illiterate Fiſher-Men, were Provo- 
cations that ſeem'd to juſtifie their Zeal, 
and make their Fury Religious, For to 
rell thom, They knew. not God 3 was next 

(01 
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to affirming, He had left himſelf without 
Witneſs : And, To rejett their Authority ; 
was to Reſiſt the Ordinance of God, who 
had faid, The Prieſts Lips ſhail preſerve 
Knowledge, and the People ſhall ſeek it at 
ther Mouths. 

But on the contrary, our great Prophet 
and Teacher, who knew what was in Man, 
and how little all theſe boaſted Privileges 
would avail in the ſight of God, plainly 
charges theſe Unnatural Heats upon their 
Ignorance ; They knew not that a God 
of Mercy and Compaſſion excuſes no 
Wrath that is cruel,and that fierce Anger 
was not made for Man : They underſtood 
not how great the Prelumption was, to 
fancy his Cauſe needed the ſupport of their 
Sin ; That nothing which is Evil and 
Injurious,can be made fit for ourElection ; 
and that no Intention 1s good, which puts 
us upon the choice of Ill Means. And 
for this Reaſon, to the end His Diſciples 

—_— {ſhould 
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{ſhould not be oftended , nor prefer Au- 
thority to Truth, does our Saviour here 
affirm, Theſe things will they do unto you, 
becauſe they have not known the Father, nor 


e 

TheWords are plainer than anyCom- 
ment would make them ; and they are 
deſigned, in their Firſt Intention, to arm 
the Holy Apoſtles againſt the Malice of 
their own Country-Men. They were the 


Firſt Perſecutors of Men, who believed in 
the fame God with themſelves : For what 
we read of Socrates, eAnaxagoras, and 
others, being condemn'd by the Court of 
Areopagus, was not for Worſhipping the 
Gods in a wrong manner, but for Con- 
temning all. But in every Age we find the 
Jews Conſtant Promoters of the Heathen 
Cruelties : And if we may gueſs at the 
Reaſon of their Paſſion, by the firſt Spring 
of it, it does not ſeem to be a true Zeal 
for their Law, leſt the Chriſtians ſhould 


only 
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only change the Cuſtoms which Adoſes ! 
delrvered them,but rather;an Indignatton | 
or Envyto be doimuch over-matched by | 
their Glorious Works,and Excellent Abi- Þ 
lities. St. Luke relates, A#.:5. That by y..ci 
the Hands of the Apoſtles ware many Signs | 
and Wonders wrought among the People,then | 
roſe up the High Prieft, and they | 2 were Ver 
with bim, and were filled with Indignation, | 
and laid their Hands on the Apoſtles, and 
put them in the Common Priſon. Aﬀter- 
wards when they could not ſilence theſe | 
Witnefles of our Lords'ReſurreQion,they Ve} 
took'Counſel to flay them, and fo literally | 
tulfilled the Prediction inthe Text. + 
But this is written likewiſe for our 
learning who- come after ; for no»Pro- 
phecy of the Scripture 1s of a private-or- 
proper Interpretation ; it ought not to be 
contin'd tothat ſingleOccaſion upon which: 
it was firſt uttered, but. is a ſtanding In-- 
ſtruction for all the W— 
of: 


" 


— 
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of the Church. And therefore we who 
now celebrate a Deliverance,wherein this 
Scripture is fulfilled in our Ears, who 
labour under the like unjuſt Sentence, as 
the Apoſtles once did , and ſtill hear 
Murder called a Sacrifice unto God, may 
ſafely conclude, that the Admonition be- 
longs to us of the Preſent Generation,no 
leſs than it did to them, who firſt recei- 
ved it; and though we have no great 
hopes 1t will convince Gain-ſayers, yet it 
may-ſerve to fortifie our ſelves, and to 
make us all ſenſible of Gods Mercy,in fo 
long eſcaping that Fury,which firſt made 
Jewiſh Zealots and then Chriſtian ; 
which particularly inſpired the Conſpira- 
tors of this Day, and which we have rea- 
ſon to Fear, was not buried in their 
Graves, but will bealways urging to the 
like Attempts. 

For which Good Purpoſes, I ſhall en- 


deavour ſome account, 


"M's « 
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1. Of che Falſeneſs of that Principle, 
upon which theſe Violences are generally 
built, namely, That they are Deligns for 

God, and Hallowed by their being ſo. 
| 2. Of thoſe Miſtakes which corrupt 
and miſguide our Leal to intemperate 
Degrees. And, 

3. We may refle& on that wonder- 
ful A& of God's Providence, in ſo emi- 
nently protecting us, and the Gratitude 
we owe Him, who fo does His Marvel- 
lous Works, that they ought to be had in 
Remembrance, And, 

T. If we enquire what it was, which 
ſo far tranſported the Jews againſt the 
Holy Apoltles,we ſhall find it none of the 
weighter Matters of the Law, fudgment 
or Mercy, tor theſe the Apoltles obſerved 
better than themielves ; but that which 
inflam'd their Zeal, was Traditions of 
their own, the Commandinents of Men, and 
mot of God. And of this our Saviour 


(_4.)] | 


